Martyrdom
Then Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart?
For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die at Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus.” ~ Acts 21:13
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One of the most astounding accounts of martyrhe died in his integrity, putting his whole trust in the Lord.
dom is recorded in the Second book of Maccabees,
Last of all, the mother died, after her sons” (2 Mc 7:1-5,
wherein a Jewish mother, before her own martyr20-21, 24, 27, 29, 37, 39-41). This account is the predom by the pagan ruler of Judea, sees and encourcursor and model of Christian martyrdom.
ages her seven sons to remain faithful to the law of
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ﬂesh. One of them, acting as their spokesman, said, ‘What
almost beyond human understanding. St. Stephen,
do you intend to ask and learn from us? For we are ready
the Church’s ﬁrst martyr, was stoned to death in Jeto die rather than transgress the laws of our fathers.’ The
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martyrs is the seed of Christians”2 (CCC 852). Perits archives of heroism for faith, written in blood. Tradition reports that ten of the original eleven apostles
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Those who seek salvation and, for love of Christ,
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that cost over six thousand lives and drove the Church
look to St. Paul, once a persecutor of Christ’s peounderground until the mid-1800s. The guillotines of
ple, who laid down his life as a martyr, proclaiming
the French Revolution claimed the lives of hundreds of
bishops, priests, and religious. Since 1840, more than
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(CCC 575, 852, 2473-2474)
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